San Francisco State University

Department of Mathematics

MATH 059

Instructor: Ms. Addie Evans

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:30-12:30PM

Email: adde@sfsu.edu

Prerequisites

Students with scores below 28 or below on the Entry Level Mathematics Exam (ELM) are required to enroll in MATH 59.

Bulletin Description

Algebra I with Pre-algebra Support (4)

Equivalent to first year high school algebra.  Covers same topics as MATH 60, but with extra time for review of basic concepts needed for success in algebra.  Units and grades earned do not count towards graduation requirements.

Course Objectives 

Algebra is a language used to represent mathematical relationships.  The purpose of an Algebra 1 course is to introduce the use and rules of this language and develop your skills in working in the language.

The purpose of the course is to prepare students to succeed in future mathematics courses, first in MATH 70, second in courses that fulfill the quantitative reasoning requirement, and third in the mathematics courses that follow those.

Evaluation of Students

Evaluation will be based on the assignments, class participation, two midterms, and the final, and quizzes. The percentages below represent the approximate weighting for grading:

	Assignments
	30%

	Class Participation
	20 %

	Quizzes
	10%

	Midterms
	20 %

	Final Exam
	20%


Assignments: Students are expected to attempt every problem on every assignment, and if they cannot complete a problem, explain where they had difficulty. Homework is always due the class after it is assigned and loses a point for every class that it is late. Always make sure to write your full first and last name on each page of your assignments. Class presentations will be discussed in depth two weeks before their due date. 

Class participation: Includes being respectful and having an active presence in the classroom, such as working on selected problems from the problem sets with other students and presenting results to the whole class.  

Quizzes: Given occasionally, announced or unannounced.

Midterms: There will be one midterm after sections 2 and 3, and another midterm after section 4. Please see the Course Outline below for specific dates. For the two midterms, you can earn half credit by correcting what you missed on the tests. You will only earn points if you make the correction as well as explain what you did wrong and how the problem is solved correctly. Corrected tests are due a week after they are returned. 

Final Exam: This will be cumulative, covering sections 5, 6 and 7, as well as the material on the midterms. 

Textbooks and Software

Required Textbook:  Elementary Algebra: Concepts and Applications (Pearson Custom Edition), by Bittenger & Ellenbogen.            

Optional:  Student’s Solutions Manual (worked-out solutions to odd-numbered exercises)

 Digital Video Tutor (CD-ROM videos, instructors review concepts and work problems from each section of the textbook)

Math XL is an internet-based (www.mathxl.com) tutorial/testing system that covers all topics in the textbook. A password that allows you to access Math XL comes with the textbook. Another web site, www.MyMathLab.com, has additional on-line help.

On reserve in the Leonard Library Reserve Room: textbooks and videotapes of lectures keyed to each section of the textbook.

Free Tutoring: All Math 59 students can obtain free tutoring on campus from the Community Access and Retention Program, the Learning Assistance Center, and the Mathematics Study Room. 

Withdrawal Deadline

Students needing to withdraw from the course must do so before the withdrawal deadline in the academic calendar.  Late withdrawals are generally not accepted by the College of Science and Engineering.

Disabilities Resource Center

Students with disabilities needing reasonable accommodations are encouraged to contact the instructor early in the semester.  The Resource Center (Student Services Building, Room 110, (415) 338-1041, drc@sfsu.edu) is available to facilitate the reasonable accommodations process.

Religious Holidays

Reasonable accommodations will be made for you to observe religious holidays when such observances require you to be absent from class activities.  It is your responsibility to inform the instructor during the first two weeks of class, in writing, about such holidays. 

Course Outline

We will follow the schedule listed below:

SECTION ONE:

Wednesday, August 29th – Introductions, explanation of syllabus etc.

Thursday, August 30th – Pre-algebra Lab “Fractions and Decimals”

Friday, August 31st - Section 2.1

Monday, September 3rd – Labor Day

Wednesday, September 5th – Section 2.2

Thursday, September 6th – Pre-algebra Lab “Percents and Decimals”

Friday, September 7th – Sections 2.3 and 2.4

Monday September 10th – Section 2.5

Wednesday, September 12th – Section 2.6

Thursday, September 13th – Pre-algebra Lab “Inequalities”

Friday, September 14th – Sections 2.6 and 2.7

Monday, September 17th – Section 3.1

Wednesday, September 19th - Section 3.2

Thursday, September 20th – Pre-algebra Lab “Class Presentations”

Friday, September 21st – Section 3.3

Monday, September 24th – Section 3.4

Wednesday, September 26th – Section 3.5

Thursday, September 27th – Pre-algebra Lab “Class Presentations

Friday, September 28th – Section 3.5

Monday, October 1st – Section 3.6

Wednesday, October 3rd  – Section 3.6

Thursday, October 4th – Pre-algebra Lab “Review of basics for Test #1”

Friday, October 5th – Section 3.7

Monday, October 8th – Test #1 (Chapters 2 and 3)

SECTION TWO:

Wednesday, October 10th – Section 4.1

Thursday, October 11th – Pre-algebra Lab “Common Factors and Denominators”

Friday, October 12th – Section 4.1

Monday, October 15th – Section 4.2

Wednesday, October 17th – Section 4.2

Thursday, October 18th – Pre-algebra Lab “Cross Multiplication”

Friday, October 19th – Section 4.3

Monday, October 22nd – Section 4.3

Wednesday, October 24th - Section 4.4

Thursday, October 25th – Pre-algebra Lab “Science Units”

Friday, October 26th – Section 4.4

Monday, October 29th – Section 4.5

Wednesday, October 31st – Section 4.5

Thursday, November 1st – Pre-algebra Lab  “Review of Basics for Test #2”

Friday, November 2nd – Section 4.6

Monday, November 5th – Section 4.8

Wednesday, November 7th – Test #2 (Chapter 4)

SECTION THREE:

Thursday, November 8th – Pre-algebra Lab “Positive and Negative Combinations”

Friday, November 9th  - Section 5.1

Monday, November 12th - HOLIDAY

Wednesday, November 14th – Sections 5.1 and 5.2

Thursday, November 15th – Pre-algebra Lab “Word Problems with Binomials”

Friday, November 16th – Section 5.3

THANKSGIVING WEEK - NO CLASSES

Monday, November 26th – Section 5.4

Wednesday, November 28th – Sections 5.4 and 5.5

Thursday, November 29th – Pre-algebra Lab “Fractions in Fractions”

Friday, November 30th – Section 5.6

Monday, December 3rd – Section 6.6

Wednesday, December 5th – Section 6.7

Thursday, December 6th – Pre-algebra Lab “Special Topic TBA”

Friday, December 7th – Section 7.1

Monday, December 10th – Section 7.2

Wednesday, December 12th – Section 7.3

Thursday, December 13th – Pre-algebra Lab “Review of Basics for Final Exams”

Friday, December 14th – Section 7.4

Monday, December 17th – Exam Week begins

