The “Surprising Lew” Number Trick

The purpose of the first 9 steps of the “Amazing Lew” Number Trick is to get the subject to wind up with the number 4. Here are some easier ways to do that.

The rest of the trick should be modified as Dawn suggested. These modifications are incorporated into the instructions below. Here’s an example from the web:
Set the sealed envelope on a nearby table before starting the trick.

Ask for a volunteer and a friend to check his or her arithmetic. Calculator may be helpful.

1. Think of a number between 0 and 9.

2. Double it
3. Add 8.

4. Divide by 2.

5. Subtract the original chosen number.
These 5 steps replace the first 9 steps of “The Amazing Lew.” Why do you always wind up with 4?

6. Find the letter of the alphabet that corresponds to this new number. 
(A = 1, B = 2, etc.)

7. Think of a state that begins with that letter.

8. Think of a mammal that begins with the second letter of the state’s name.
9. Think of the mammal’s color.

10. Think of a fruit that is easy to eat and begins with the first letter of the animal’s color.

11. Call attention to the sealed envelope on the table.

12. Ask the volunteer what state, mammal, and fruit s/he thought of.

13. Have the volunteer open the envelope and display its contents.
Here are two more possibilities to replace the first 5 steps on the front side of this handout:
A.
Keep track of the result of each step in writing:
1. Think of a number between 1 and 10.

2. Add 5.
3. Multiply by 6.

4. Subtract 6.

5. Subtract 4 times your original number.

6. Divide by 2.
7. Subtract 8 more than your original number.

B.
Keep track of the result of each step in writing:

1. Think of a number between 1 and 10.

2. Add 2.

3. Square this number.

4. Add 4 to your original number.

5. Multiply your original number by the result of Step 4.

6. Subtract the result of Step 5 from the Result of Step 3.

Make up your own!
